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Last week Argentine government officials and representatives of the General Workers
Confederation (CGT), and private employers met under the auspices of the Minimum Wage Council
to discuss government-authorized wage hikes. In line with its inflation and deficit reduction plan
introduced in early August, President Raul Alfonsin's administration proposed adjustments based
on a minimum monthly wage equivalent to US$80, effective at the end of September. Once these
adjustments are implemented, wage scales would be frozen for a four-month period. At present, the
minimum wage is about $70 per month. On Aug. 19, the CGT walked out on the negotiations. At a
press conference later the same day, CGT secretary general Saul Ubaldini described the government
proposal as "humiliating." He added that the Confederation would likely approve a national strike
for early September. Ubaldini asserted that workers cannot be expected to meet their basic needs
when real incomes continue to decline. The government, he said, insists on making workers pay for
its inadequate or disastrous economic policies. Ubaldini pointed out that projected inflation for the
month of August is 25%, while prices continue to soar and the government has imposed new taxes.
As of Aug. 19, several labor unions had launched work slowdowns and brief stoppages during the
work day. On the evening of Aug. 18, the national teachers' union announced that it would organize
a series of public demonstrations scheduled for Sept. 8 to 14. On Aug. 22, the executive council
of the CGT announced approval of a 12-hour national strike, to take place in the second week of
September. (Basic data from DYN, 08/19/88, 08/22/88; Prensa Latina, 08/19/88)
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